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Some school and historical per
spective by Marty Gillespie:

| appreciate what you are do-
ing there in Manning. More and
more small towns across lowa
and America are losing their his-
tory because people are moving
away and no one is interested ir-
preserving the history and thes¥
stories.

I was a college basketball
coach for 25 years and have =
traveled literally in all 50 states _'%
playing and recruiting. In re- =
cent years you just dont see the |
crowds at high school games like*| ®
you used to and that is a part ol |
small-town America that is grad-
ually dying. |

| have a unique perspectivey.§
on small towns and high schoo
athletics in general. | grew up|
in Des Moines but visited my,
grandparents in Missouri Valley,
lowa, several times each year
My wife, Nancy Fleming, is from
Sibley, lowa, and we visited
there regularly. We met at ISU
where she was on the “Diamond
Darling” squad and | was on the
baseball team. They were cho-
sen as an All-American squad by
Louisville Slugger in 1977. Nan-
cy's father, Mike Fleming, was a ©
high school coach in lowa and
her older brother, Michael, was
a professional umpire who had
made it to Triple A before leav
ing to run the family business in
Sibley.

| started coaching college bas-
ketball in 1980 and have been
in and through numerous small
towns recruiting players over the |
past 35 years. I've seen a gradu-
al and steady decline in the sup-
port and interest in high school
athletics during that time.

My two sons participated in
high school sports in Apple Val-
ley, Minnesota; Clarksville, Ten-
nessee; and Houston and Austin,
Texas so we've been involved
with their activities as well
across the country.

To me, small towns are the
best place to actually see Ameri-
can history and preserve it.
Cities are constantly changing
and building and re-building so
landscapes and structures are
replaced. Small towns seem to
have more continuity and more a
sense of time and history.

As for high school athletics,
they have changed drastically
since | started going to my dad’s
games when he was coaching in
the 1960s. High school sporting
events were major social event$ =
and the towns and schools reall
supported the teams and ath{
letes.
This started to decline in the <it
ies in the 1980s as life changed)
cable TV gave more people en,
tertainment options, movies on
VHS and later DVD, both par
ents were often working and
there was an increase in single
parent households as well. :

With the world changing,
sports lost some of their attrac-
tiveness to students as they a¢
pired to do other things. When
the internet and computers camg
on the scene, it changed things
again.

Also, | point to the explosion
of youth sports and that culture.
Kids are playing more sports at
much younger ages and man
get burned out and turn away!
from sports. Others are playing
their sport of choice year round
SO participation goes down but
also support. You dont go to a
high school game perhaps be-

Kobe Bryant and Brock Gillespie

Larry Gillespie - Administrator for the Des Moines schools

Mike Fleming (Nancy Gillespie’s dad) was inducted into the lowa

nament that weekend. ] ) -
| played in roughly 85 basket- School Athletic Hall of Fame as a contributor in 1978.
ball games from grade 7 (that
ZDV WKH ¢UVW UHL~
chance to be on) through my se
nior year of high school in the
mid-1970s. When our oldest sor
was in school in the 1990s, he
was playing in more games inf
one year than | did my whole
school career. More things go-
ing on in everybody’s lives, more
options, and more distractions.

August 2, 1951 Manning Moni-
tor - Per Pupil School Cost Un- |
der State Average Tax Figures
Show -Decrease in 1950 From
$200 to $172
It cost less per pupil to oper
ate Manning’s school system in
1950 than in 1949, according to
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GILLESPIE - continued from last week

Top picture: Gillespie family at
Larry’s 90th birthday
To the left: Larry’s retirement

School cooks: Nola Kuhl, Maurine Barten, Lavina Dethlefs
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Brock was a guest speaker at Kobe Bryant's basketball camp

Deanes Rowedder - MHS 1952

Adele Gray - MHS 1952

Allen Jensen - MHS 1952

Robert Grundmeier - MHS 1952

Graduates: Zita Ress, Ella Mae Boell, Robert Boell, Richard Boell

May 29, 1952 Manning Monitor

Large Crowd Sees 43 Graduate Here Wednesday Night

Drake U. Educator Gives Encouragement to Those Completing
High School

&RPPHQFHPHQW H[HUFLVHV IRU ODQQLQJ KLJK VHQLF
ODVW :HGQHVGD\ HYHQLQJ ZKHQ WKH DXGLWRULXP ZDV I
LW\ E\ IULHQGY DQG UHODWLYHYV RI WKH JUDGXDWHYV

BURFHVVLRQDO zZzDV SOD\HG E\ WKH 0DQQLQJ VFKRRO
ZHUH OHG E\ MXQLRUV %DUEDUD .QDDFN DQG 5RJHU 9RO

‘HOFRPH E\ 5REHUW +DQVHQ VHQLRU FODVYV SUHVLGHC
E\ 36 KRZ %YRDW" VHOHFWLRQ SOD\HG E\ WKH EDQG *LUC
6DQGHU ODUOHQH $QWKRQ\ &KHU\O $QGUHVHQ *HQHO
/IRX YROH\ 5RVH ODU\ %RFN VDQJ 3/LIW 7KLQH (\HV ~ DC
+\PQ ~

7ZR VHQLRU ER\V DSSHDUHG IRU WKH ODVW WLPH DV PI
VFKRRO PXVLF JURXS QDPHO\ 'HDQHV 5RZHGGHU WURF
3/D SBHWLWH 6X]DQQH" E\ 3U\RU DQG 5LFKDUG =HUZDV
LQJ 37R WKH :HVW" E\ *XVWDW ODUOHQH $QWKRQ\ VRSL
/IRUGYYV 3UD\HU" E\ ODORWWH 6XSHULQWHQGHQW 'DYLG
GXFHG WKH VSHDNHU RI WKH HYHQLQJ 'U +DUODQ / +
WKH FROOHJH RI HGXFDWLRQ 'UDNH 8QLYHUVLW\ ZKR V

*RRG /LYLQJ ~
“Tools of Work”

'U +DJPDQ VSRNH RI D JRRG OLYLQJ QRW LQ WHUPV
LQ WHUPV RI OLIH +H VWDWHG WKDW DQ HGXFDWLRQ J
WR ZRUN ZLWK +H VWUHVVHG WKH IDFW WKDW WKH\ Z}
UHVSHFW DV WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHY ZDV WKH RQO\ QDW
RITHULQJ WKH OLIH ZH HQMR\ +H VWDWHG WKDW VXFFFL

XSRQ WKH DELOLW\ WR JHW DORQJ ZLWK RWKHU SHRSO

WR NQRZ WKH ULJKW WKLQJ WR GR DQG WR GR LW 3<RX
every day of your life, in your home, church, school, on the streets, at
ZRUN DW SOD\ " 'U +DJPDQ VDLG 3$Q HGXFDWLRQ LV D
KH FRQWLQXHG 36RPH SHRSOH DUH PHQWDOO\ GHDG D'
PD\ EH YLWDOO\ DOLYH DW <RX FDQ DVVRFLDWH ZLWK
DQG KRE QRE ZLWK WKH ZRUOGYTV EHVW SHRSOH E\ OHD
'U +DJPDQ VWDWHG LW ZRXOG EH ,QWHUHVWLQJ WR PH
\HDUV DQG QRWH ZKDW HDFK VWXGHQW KDG PDGH RI KLV
WKDW WKH PDNLQJ PXVW EH QRZ :H PXVW HLWKHU OHDY
RU WKH VDPH RU ZRUVH IRU RXU KDYLQJ OLYHG LQ LW °

Diplomas Awarded

'LSORPDV ZHUH SUHVHQWHG E\ WKH ERDUG RI HGXFDW

ZDV DIWHU SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH FODVV E\ OLVV 0DUL
RI WKH KLJK VFKRRO LQ KHU SUHVHQWDWLRQ WDON 0LV
E\ -5 :LJJLQV PDQDJLQJ HGLWRU WKH :DVKLQJWRQ 3R
PDUL]HG ZKDW FRPPHQFHPHQW PHDQV

OHPEHUV RI WKH FODVV ZHUH DV IROORZV &KHUDO $0Q
%DXHU S5RVHPDU\ %RFN (OOD ODH %RHOO ODUGHO %R
OLV *HQ]HQ $GHOH *UD\ )ORUHQFH +DPPHU :DOGHDQ -
DVSHUEDXHU *HQHOOH .UXVH 'DUOHQH /RQHPDQ /RXL
1LVVHQ ODUOHQH 1XOOH =LWD 5HVV 5XWK 6FKPLGW /I
BWXKU 5XWK :HOOHQGRUI &KDUOHQH :LWW 1RUPDQ $Q
%RHOO 5REHUW %RHOO O0\URQ %RJDW]NH 5D\PRQG &K
&UDQH /HUR\ 'DPPDQQ )JUHGULF 'HWKOHIVHQ *HQH (KUL
*UDYHV B5REHUW *UXQGPHLHU S5REHUW +DQVHQ /HRQ +
DOG -DFNVRQ $0OHQ -HQVHQ OHUOH OF.LP *DU\ 1DG\ 5
'HDQHV 5RZHGGHU :DOODFH 6FKURHGHU 5XVVHOO 6SLF

ZDV

Bus drivers: Louie Dammann, Stanley Schulte, Claus Nielsen, Julius Hoffman, Dave Dalgety, Merle

Stoelk

1952 & 1953 boys: 1 William Jensen, 2 Richard Rix, 3 Deanes Rowedder, 4 Richard Zerwas, 6 Roger

Nielsen, 7 Robert Neubaum, 9

Michael Niehaus, 10 Leonard Ramsey, 11 Gene Martens, 13 Ben

Ress, 16 James Wingrove, 18 ?Robert Hansen?, 19 Kenneth Graves, 21 Claus Bunz, 22 Allan Joens,
23 ?Don Horbach?, 24 Stanley Frahm, 25 Gene Kuhl, 27 Roger Vollstedt, 28 Roger Mentzer

Continued on page 8



