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Some school and historical perspective by Marty Gillespie:
I appreciate what you are doing there in Manning. More and
more small towns across Iowa
and America are losing their history because people are moving
away and no one is interested in
preserving the history and the
stories.
I was a college basketball
coach for 25 years and have
traveled literally in all 50 states
playing and recruiting. In recent years you just don’t see the
crowds at high school games like
you used to and that is a part of
small-town America that is gradually dying.
I have a unique perspective
on small towns and high school
athletics in general. I grew up
in Des Moines but visited my
grandparents in Missouri Valley,
Iowa, several times each year.
My wife, Nancy Fleming, is from
Sibley, Iowa, and we visited
there regularly. We met at ISU
where she was on the “Diamond
Darling” squad and I was on the
baseball team. They were chosen as an All-American squad by
Louisville Slugger in 1977. Nancy’s father, Mike Fleming, was a
high school coach in Iowa and
her older brother, Michael, was
a professional umpire who had
made it to Triple A before leaving to run the family business in
Sibley.
I started coaching college basketball in 1980 and have been
in and through numerous small
towns recruiting players over the
past 35 years. I’ve seen a gradual and steady decline in the support and interest in high school
athletics during that time.
My two sons participated in
high school sports in Apple Valley, Minnesota; Clarksville, Tennessee; and Houston and Austin,
Texas so we’ve been involved
with their activities as well
across the country.
To me, small towns are the
best place to actually see American history and preserve it.
Cities are constantly changing
and building and re-building so
landscapes and structures are
replaced. Small towns seem to
have more continuity and more a
sense of time and history.
As for high school athletics,
they have changed drastically
since I started going to my dad’s
games when he was coaching in
the 1960s. High school sporting
events were major social events
and the towns and schools really
supported the teams and athletes.
This started to decline in the cities in the 1980s as life changed;
cable TV gave more people entertainment options, movies on
VHS and later DVD, both parents were often working and
there was an increase in singleparent households as well.
With the world changing,
sports lost some of their attractiveness to students as they aspired to do other things. When
the internet and computers came
on the scene, it changed things
again.
Also, I point to the explosion
of youth sports and that culture.
Kids are playing more sports at
much younger ages and many
get burned out and turn away
from sports. Others are playing
their sport of choice year round
so participation goes down but
also support. You don’t go to a
high school game perhaps because your own child has a tournament that weekend.
I played in roughly 85 basketball games from grade 7 (that
was the first real team I had a
chance to be on) through my senior year of high school in the
mid-1970s. When our oldest son
was in school in the 1990s, he
was playing in more games in
one year than I did my whole
school career. More things going on in everybody’s lives, more
options, and more distractions.
August 2, 1951 Manning Monitor - Per Pupil School Cost Under State Average Tax Figures
Show -Decrease in 1950 From
$200 to $172
It cost less per pupil to operate Manning’s school system in
1950 than in 1949, according to
figures released this week by the
Iowa Taxpayers Association.
With an average per pupil
cost of $200.65 in 1949, Manning’s operating cost dropped
to $172.79 during 1950. Average cost per pupil for all Iowa
schools in the Manning category,
based on daily average attendance, was 208.49 as compared
with $195.07 for the preceding
year, an increase of $13.42. Average daily attendance in Manning was 423 pupils.
Among the ten highest schools
in Iowa was Carroll (648 pupils)
with $245.43. Others in this locality included the following:
Coon Rapids (454 pupils)
$177.57; Wall Lake (202)
$238.92; Denison (878) 203.28;
Harlan (694) $185.66; Audubon (666) 188.44; Lake City
(564) $212.70; Sac City (718)
$208.87; Galva (246).

GILLESPIE - continued from last week

School cooks: Nola Kuhl, Maurine Barten, Lavina Dethlefs

Top picture: Gillespie family at
Larry’s 90th birthday
To the left: Larry’s retirement
On this page you will also see
various pictures and read some
Monitor articles that will give
the reader a perspective for the
year 1951-52 at Manning High
School.
Most people like to look at pictures from the past and especially when those pictures show
people and events from their
time in school.
These pictures came from various sources: families, school
students, and classmates of that
era...we hope you enjoy them.
Graduates: Zita Ress, Ella Mae Boell, Robert Boell, Richard Boell

Kobe Bryant and Brock Gillespie
Brock was a guest speaker at Kobe Bryant’s basketball camp

Adele Gray - MHS 1952

Allen Jensen - MHS 1952

Larry Gillespie - Administrator for the Des Moines schools
Larry received the IHSAA Administrator’s Award in 1985, and
Mike Fleming (Nancy Gillespie’s dad) was inducted into the Iowa
School Athletic Hall of Fame as a contributor in 1978.

Robert Grundmeier - MHS 1952

Charlene Witt - MHS 1952

May 29, 1952 Manning Monitor
Large Crowd Sees 43 Graduate Here Wednesday Night
Drake U. Educator Gives Encouragement to Those Completing
High School
Commencement exercises for 43 Manning high seniors were held
last Wednesday evening when the auditorium was crowded to capacity by friends and relatives of the graduates.
Processional was played by the Manning school band. Seniors
were led by juniors Barbara Knaack and Roger Vollstedt.
Welcome by Robert Hansen, senior class president, was followed
by “Show Boat” selection played by the band. Girls’ sextet, (Carol
Sander, Marlene Anthony, Cheryl Andresen, Genelle Kruse, Mary
Lou Foley, Rose Mary Bock, sang “Lift Thine Eyes,” and “Forest
Hymn.”
Two senior boys appeared for the last time as members of the high
school music group, namely Deanes Rowedder, trombone, playing
“La Petite Suzanne” by Pryor, and Richard Zerwas, cornet, playing “To the West” by Gustat. Marlene Anthony, soprano, sang “The
Lord’s Prayer” by Malotte. Superintendent David R. Littell introduced the speaker of the evening, Dr. Harlan L. Hagman, dean of
the college of education, Drake University, who spoke on “Making a
Good Living.”
“Tools of Work”
Dr. Hagman spoke of a good living, not in terms of money, but
in terms of life. He stated that an education gave the seniors tools
to work with. He stressed the fact that they were fortunate in this
respect, as the United States was the only nation at the present time
offering the life we enjoy. He stated that success in life depended
upon the ability to get along with other people, to meet problems,
to know the right thing to do and to do it. “Your good living is done
every day of your life, in your home, church, school, on the streets, at
work, at play,” Dr. Hagman said. “An education is a growing thing,”
he continued. “Some people are mentally dead at 16, while others
may be vitally alive at 92. You can associate with the greatest minds
and hob-nob with the world’s best people by learning to read.”
Dr. Hagman stated it would be Interesting to meet here again in ten
years and note what each student had made of his life. He emphasized
that the making must be now. We must either leave the world better,
or the same, or worse for our having lived in it,” he concluded.
Diplomas Awarded
Diplomas were presented by the board of education, Eugene Zerwas, after presentation of the class by Miss Marie Perkins, principal
of the high school in her presentation talk, Miss Perkins read a poem
by J.R. Wiggins, managing editor, the Washington Post, which summarized what commencement means.
Members of the class were as follows: Cheral Andresen, Barbara
Bauer, Rosemary Bock, Ella Mae Boell, Mardel Bonnesen, Phyllis Genzen, Adele Gray, Florence Hammer, Waldean Jackson, Patty
Kasperbauer, Genelle Kruse, Darlene Loneman, Louise Mohr, Lois
Nissen, Marlene Nulle, Zita Ress, Ruth Schmidt, Lois Struve, Joyce
Stuhr, Ruth Wellendorf, Charlene Witt, Norman Andresen, Richard
Boell, Robert Boell, Myron Bogatzke, Raymond Christensen, Bill
Crane, Leroy Dammann, Fredric Dethlefsen, Gene Ehrichs, Kenneth
Graves, Robert Grundmeier, Robert Hansen, Leon Hugeback, Donald Jackson, Allen Jensen, Merle McKim, Gary Nady, Roger Nielsen,
Deanes Rowedder, Wallace Schroeder, Russell Spies, Richard Zerwas.

Deanes Rowedder - MHS 1952
Bus drivers: Louie Dammann, Stanley Schulte, Claus Nielsen, Julius Hoffman, Dave Dalgety, Merle
Stoelk

Darlene Loneman - MHS 1952

Don Jackson - MHS 1952

1952 & 1953 boys: 1 William Jensen, 2 Richard Rix, 3 Deanes Rowedder, 4 Richard Zerwas, 6 Roger
Nielsen, 7 Robert Neubaum, 9 Michael Niehaus, 10 Leonard Ramsey, 11 Gene Martens, 13 Ben
Ress, 16 James Wingrove, 18 ?Robert Hansen?, 19 Kenneth Graves, 21 Claus Bunz, 22 Allan Joens,
23 ?Don Horbach?, 24 Stanley Frahm, 25 Gene Kuhl, 27 Roger Vollstedt, 28 Roger Mentzer
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